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President’s Message 
Rose Figueroa, PhD, CHFP 
 
Greetings, fellow BCPE certificants and Human Factors and Ergonomics (HF/E) 
Community,  

Over the past year, the Board has been deeply focused on strengthening our 
relationships across the HF/E ecosystem. This has meant spending significant time in outreach—listening 
carefully to what our certificants want and need from BCPE and engaging with HF/E professionals to better 
understand how board certification can support and elevate their careers. 

We hear you. Through these conversations, we continue to hear a consistent message: our field is rich in 
talent and experience, and leaders arrive at HF/E through a wide range of educational and professional 
pathways. We recognize and value the many professionals who have spent decades advancing human-
centered practice, sometimes coming from outside traditional degree programs. At the same time, BCPE 
remains committed to preserving the gold standard that defines the CHFP and CPE credentials. The Board is 
actively assessing our certification processes and potential pathways to ensure they are rigorous, fair, and 
reflective of the realities of modern HF/E practice—while continuing to signify excellence, competence, and 
professional credibility. 

http://www.bcpe.org/
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Volunteerism remains the backbone of BCPE. We have been intentional about welcoming new volunteers 
to our committees, expanding mentorship opportunities, and growing our Ambassadors Program. To 
support these efforts, we have presentation materials available for ambassadors to use not only at 
universities, but—importantly—within their own organizations, teams, and professional networks. We 
encourage certificants to proudly share how certification has benefited them and to tell that story to 
colleagues, managers, and future HF/E professionals. As a personal note, I found the preparation process 
extremely valuable and helpful, and the network/connections you can create through BCPE are invaluable.  

This year, we bid a heartfelt farewell to Penney Stanch and Sivan Almosnino as they conclude their service 
to the Board. Each has made meaningful contributions through their time, expertise, and dedication to 
BCPE’s mission. We are grateful for their leadership, thoughtful perspectives, and numerous hours of 
volunteer service to the community. 

BCPE is a nonprofit organization largely run by volunteers. Every form of support—whether through time, 
advocacy, or financial contributions (i.e., to our partners at FPE), large or small—makes a real difference in 
sustaining our programs and advancing our mission. I also encourage you to visit our web store, which 
offers another way to visibly support BCPE by helping us promote professional recognition and pride in 
certification. 

We are living through unprecedented times. In moments like these, our community’s values matter more 
than ever. Human factors and ergonomics, at its core, is about caring for all humans—designing systems 
that are safe, inclusive, and humane. I encourage each of you to look out for one another and lead with 
respect and empathy. Be kind. Be present. I encourage you to be a visible ally, especially to those around 
you who may not look like you or share your lived experiences, personal or professional. 

Thank you for your continued dedication to this profession, and special thanks to all volunteers who have 
contributed to BCPE in one way or another. I am deeply honored to serve alongside you as we move 
forward together. 
This message was brought to you by me (Rose, actual human), not by AI.   

Annual Meeting Highlights 

The BCPE Board of Directors held its 2025 Annual Meeting in Chicago, IL, on October 17 and 18 at the end of 
HFES's ASPIRE Conference. The following summarizes meeting reports and activities.  

• Year to date (10/6/25), a total of 64 applications have been received: 16 Professional, 39 Associate, 
and 9 transition applications. Additional Professional applications are expected at the end of 
November, for the Spring exam deadline. 

• Expenditures remain within budget projections.  It’s anticipated our annual income will exceed 
expenses for the year.  

• The Website and Operations Committee reports the transition to the new database and web site 
in June went smoothly.  Plans are underway for future functionality/usability sessions, using BCPE 
survey results as a guide.  Survey distribution numbers and responses were shared at an informal 
level.  A more detailed review is planned in the coming months. 

• The Certification Committee plans to recruit and review new exam items for validation during the 
spring 2026 exam.  Core competency revisions remain ongoing. 

• The Outreach and Communications Committee continues its efforts to build connections with 
affiliated organizations and events as a mechanism for sharing news about BCPE and certification.  
Growing our social media presence remains a high priority. 

https://www.ergofoundation.org/
https://bcpe.deco-apparel.com/
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BCPE Annual Reception – Dieter W. Jahns Student Practitioner Award 

 
Our popular and well-anticipated reception at ASPIRE was jointly hosted by BCPE, HFES, and  
FPE. The event was well attended with guests enjoying complimentary drinks, appetizers, and 
collegial conversation.  
 
The community joined us in congratulating Atif Mohammed Ashraf, a PhD student in Industrial 
and Systems Engineering at Texas A&M University, recipient of the 2025 Dieter W. Jahns Student 
Practitioner Award.  This award is given annually by The Foundation for Professional 
Ergonomics (FPE) in honor of the late Dieter Jahns, a lifelong advocate of the practice of 
ergonomics and a leader in ergonomics certification.   
 

2026 BCPE Executive Committee 
During the annual meeting, the BCPE Directors elected the 2026 Executive Committee: 
 

President Rose Figueroa, PhD, CHFP 
Vice President Tom Rowell, MS, CPE 
Secretary Cathy White, MSE, CPE 
Treasurer Craig Arndt, PhD, CPE 

Left to right:  Cathy White, Denny Yu, Patrick Craven, Penney 
Stanch, Rose Figueroa, Tom Rowell, Marisol Barrero and Maggie 
Ma. 
 
Not pictured:  Craig Arndt, Shaheen Ahmed, Sivan Almosnino, Al 
McFarland and Kris Rightmire, who all participated remotely. 
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The award and a $1,000 check were presented to Atif during the 
reception in Chicago.  A second $1,000 check    was sent to the 
student’s professor Dr. Farzan Sasangohar.   
 
His project, “The Skip-Order-Action Framework: An Approach to 
Documenting and Analyzing Deviations in Petrochemical Facility 
Procedures” analyzed how the persistent mismatch between 
prescribed procedures and actual practices in high-risk 
petrochemical facilities need procedural adaptations to be 
effective and avoid potential performance errors.  
 
For more information, visit the FPE website. 

  
                                                                                                                                                                                                    Reprinted from the FPE website with permission. 

 

Meet Our Directors  

Incoming Directors 

The BCPE recently welcomed three new Directors: Marisol Barrero, MS, CPE; Cathy White, MSE, CPE; and 
Matt Herron, MSc, CPE. 

MARISOL BARRERO  
Marisol Barrero, MS, CPE, is a seasoned ergonomics professional with over 20 
years of experience. She has led corporate ergonomics programs at Toyota, 
Amazon Web Services, and Vibrantz Technologies.  She has consulted with 
multiple, diverse customers through her consultant and technical director 
roles at Liberty Mutual, Humantech, and Mitsui Sumitomo.  In 2025 Marisol 
established her own consultancy, Ergo Forward.   
 
Marisol’s passion for innovation led her to form Toyota’s Safety Innovations 

team, focusing on emerging technologies like wearables and AI for workplace safety. She co-
founded the Automotive Exoskeleton Group (AExG), serves on the boards of the Wearable 
Robotics Association (WearRA) and AExG, and has held advisory roles with the National 
Ergonomics Conference and the Applied Ergonomics Conference, currently Co-Chairing the Ergo 
Cup Committee. 
 
She has delivered over 50 presentations and workshops, including 3 keynotes, and served on 
standards committees, ASTM F48 (Exoskeletons and Exosuits) and ANSI B11.TR1 - Technical 
Report for Machines – Ergonomic Guidelines for Design, Installation, and Use.  
 
Marisol holds her master’s and bachelor’s degrees from Cornell University. She has been a 
Certified Professional Ergonomist since 2006. 
 

Atif Ashraf (left) receiving award from 
mentors, Professors Camille Peres (middle) 
and Farzan Sasangohar (right). 

https://www.ergofoundation.org/news/105-texas-a-m-student-wins-award
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CATHY WHITE 
 
Cathy White is a Certified Professional Ergonomist (CPE), Certified Safety 
Professional (CSP), and Certified Industrial Hygienist (CIH) with six years of 
experience in the automotive industry and over 18 years of experience at 
the Dow Chemical Company. She currently serves as Senior Innovation 
Implementation Manager in the Hardware Technology Center, where she 
leads cross-disciplinary efforts to accelerate innovation through 
structured work processes focused on safety, efficiency, and value 
creation.  

Cathy holds both Bachelor and Master of Science degrees in Industrial and Operations 
Engineering from the University of Michigan. Her career spans roles in industrial engineering, 
personal safety, industrial hygiene, environmental compliance, ESG reporting, and technology 
implementation. Cathy brings to the BCPE Board a deep commitment to advancing ergonomics 
and human factors through strategic innovation and worker-centered design. 

 
MATTHEW HERRON 
 

Matthew Herron has over 15 years of experience as a practicing Ergonomist 
and Safety Professional. He has worked in a range of industries, including 
healthcare, automotive, aerospace, as well as research and development. He 
is currently the Lead Safety Engineer for the Mechanical Engineering Division 
at Southwest Research Institute. Mr. Herron has expertise in building, 
managing, and auditing OHS management systems, applying occupational 
safety engineering, ergonomics/human factors, and industrial engineering 
principles to solve complex safety and health issues. 
 

Matt holds an MBA in Corporate Management from East Texas A&M University, an MS in 
Occupational Safety Engineering and Ergonomics from the University of Michigan, and a BS in 
Physics from the University of West Georgia. Additionally, he is a Licensed Professional Engineer 
(PE) in Texas, and he has earned the designations/certifications of Certified Professional 
Ergonomist (CPE), Certified Safety Professional (CSP), and a dual Certified Safety and Health Official 
(CSHO) in general industry and construction. 
 
Outgoing Directors 
 

 

 

 

 
 

BCPE bids farewell to Penney Stanch MPH, CPE after three years  
of board service.  She served as Secretary this past year and 
participated on the Outreach and Strategy committees.  Thank  
you, Penney! 

 

Thank you, Sivan!  Sivan Almosnino, PhD, CHFP served four years  
on the board.  He held the leadership positions of both Secretary (2022)  
and Vice-President (2024). In addition to chairing the Strategy committee,  
Sivan was a valued contributor to the Certification committee.  

 
 Penney Stanch (right) displaying 

her Emeritus Appreciation Plaque, 
presented by Patrick Craven 
(middle) and Rose Figuero (left). 
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Thank you to all our directors for your hard work and time donated to BCPE. We could not 
operate without such commitment and generosity towards us and our profession.  

 
New! BCPE Spotlight 

 
This year, BCPE is shining a spotlight on our certified professionals—celebrating their expertise, 
career journeys, and leadership in human factors and ergonomics. Through our Meet Our Board 
Directors series, you’ll get to know the people who guide BCPE, learn about their professional 
paths, and discover what motivates them to serve. 

Bob Fox, PhD, CPE 
Technical Fellow and Global SME for Occupational Ergonomics at General Motors (retired) 
Lecturer at University of California, Berkeley’s Center for Occupational and Environmental 
Health and at the University of Michigan. 
HFES and IIEA Fellow 
BCPE Distinguished Service Award Recipient 
 
Years Certified: 1996 - Present 

Patrick Craven, PhD, CHFP 
Associate Fellow/Human Factors Research Scientist at Lockheed Martin 
BCPE Director, 2019-Present 
Past BCPE President, Vice-President, and Treasurer 

 
 
Years Certified: 2014 - Present 
 

 
New! BCPE Milestones 

Certified 15 Years! 
Dee Andrews PhD, CPE ret. 
Danielle Barzoloski MS, CPE 
Teresa Bellingar PhD, CPE 
James Bongarra Jr. MA, CHFP ret. 
Christy Calder MHK, CPE 
Zachary Collins MS, CPE 
Gregory Cresswell BSc, CPE 
Jeanne Curcio MS, CPE ret. 
Nathalie Delsaer MS, CHFP 
Line Deschenes Meng, CPE ret. 
 
 
 
 
 

Raegan Hoeft PhD, CHFP ret. 
Edwin Irwin MS, CPE 
Camille Major MSIE, CHFP 
Kay Paul MSPH, CPE 
Mirtha Perazza MS, CPE 
Kevin Perdeaux BSc, CPE 
Jessica Phyland MSc, CHFP 
Jessica Ramsey MS, CPE 
James Rethaber PhD, CPE 
Martin Robb MSc, CPE 
Juan Rodriguez MS, CPE 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/bcpe_bcpe-spotlight-dr-bob-fox-activity-7417769329146003456-dMk0?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_ios&rcm=ACoAAAKfSH4BpW1ivdsJw-THOxYxyWpiwznC3tc
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/bcpe_bcpe-spotlight-dr-bob-fox-activity-7417769329146003456-dMk0?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_ios&rcm=ACoAAAKfSH4BpW1ivdsJw-THOxYxyWpiwznC3tc
https://www.linkedin.com/company/general-motors?trk=public_post-text
https://www.linkedin.com/school/uc-berkeley/?trk=public_post-text
https://www.linkedin.com/school/university-of-michigan/?trk=public_post-text
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7422316538495410178
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7422316538495410178
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Claudia Escobar MS, CPE 
Robert Feyen PhD, CPE 
Michael Fonda MS, CPE 
Markus Hartono PhD, CHFP 
Egbert Hendrikse PhD, CHFP 

 

Randy Sauser MA, CPE 
Susan Shaw MSE, CUXP 
Kay Tan PhD, CHFP 
Marc Turina MPT, CPE 
Marina Zielinksi MA, CHFP 

 

 
Certified 10 Years! 

Greg Bordner MS, CPE ret. Jon Sebree BS, CPE 
Lauren Brizendine MPH, CPE Christopher Spinney MSc, CPE 
Nelda Chavez PhD, CHFP Allison Strochlic MS, CHFP 
Erin Davis MS, CHFP Andrea Sutton BS, CHFP 
Michael Goings MS, CHFP Anya Taylor MA, CPE 
Katherine Grosteffon MS, CPE Julie Thompson MS, CPE 
Mohammad Jeelani MS, CHFP Nicholas Thompson MS, CPE 
Rebecca Jensen BS, CPE ret. Jonathan Tilliss MPS, CHFP 
Robert Jernigan Jr. BS, CPE William Vigilante Jr. PhD, CPE 
Scott Kirschner BS, CPE ret. Xin Wang MS, CPE 
Mike Lorenz MS, CPE David Wein MSE, CPE 
Sally Mergendahl BS, CPE Neal Wiggerman PhD, CPE 
Anuja Patil MS, CPE 

 

Certified 5 Years! 
Jose Arroyo Vera MS, CPE Trey Roady III BS, CHFP 
Tara Diesbourg PhD, CHFP Tricia Salzar MPH, CPE 
Rosemarie Figueroa PhD, CHFP Anthony Sanchez MSc, CPE 
Ryan Goad MSc, CPE Austin Simons MS, CPE 
Tristan Grigoleit MS, CHFP Nicholas Smith PhD, CPE 
Ann Hall BS, CPE Franklin Tamborello PhD, CHFP 
Egbert Hendrikse PhD, CHFP Kenny Tang MS, CPE 
Kelsey Hitt MS, CPE Anzhi Zhang MISE, CPE 
Stephan Jones MIE, CPE Han Zhang PhD, CPE 
Huiyang Li PhD, CHFP Jenny Zhao BS, CPE 
Benjamin Lumsden MOT, CPE Rachel Zoky BS, CPE 
 

Rachel Musolino MISE, CPE 
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Certification and Exam Status 

Certificant Totals 
Through December 31, 2025, there are 1,469 certificants: 

790  Professional Certificants 
291 Associate Certificants 
358 Retired Certificants (Professional and CEA) 
  30 Certified Ergonomics Associates (CEA) 

Examination 

A summary of the Fall 2025 exam follows on the next page: 

Applicant # Candidates # Passed % Passed 

Professional & 
Associate to Professional 

 
36 

 
19 

 
53 

 
New Certificants 

Congratulations to the 19 candidates who successfully passed the fall exam and obtained 
Professional Certification. Since the last newsletter (6/30/25) to December 31, 2025, we 
welcomed 25 new Associate Certificants. 

New Professional Certificants:    
 

Lamia Anjum BS, CHFP 
Victoria Ballard MISE, CHFP* 
Nicholas Barr MS, CPE* 
John Capps MS, CHFP 
Camila Ciorba MSc, CPE* 
Kevin Costello III Beng, CPE 
Claire Coudray MSK, CPE 
Natalie Gentry MISE, CPE* 
Haley Guin BISE, CPE 
Zachary Guyton MS, CHFP 

 

 
Kevin Hansen BS, CPE 
Peioneti Lam MS, CPE 
Brian Lin PhD, CHFP 
Ashley Mayo DPT, CPE* 
Jillian Nicholson BS, CPE* 
Jesus Ojeda BS, CPE 
Joey Prange MS, CPE* 
Acacia Wiechmann MS, CPE 
Abigail Wooldridge PhD, CHFP 

 

 
* Associate to Professional transition 
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New Associate Certificants:    

Mohd Nasrull Abdol Rahman PhD, AEP** 
Hailee Banzon MS, AHFP 
Kyle Banzon MS, AHFP 
Percy Bell MS, AEP 
Cassie Burns MS AHFP 
Sam Butikofer DNP, AHFP 
Steven Ford MA, AHFP 
Samantha Gaynor MS, AEP 
Ajeenah Haynes-Saafir PhD, AEP 
Stephanie Hollander MA, AEP 
S M Ashif Hossain MSc, AHFP 
Samuel Inaolaji BPT, AEP 
Sahar Khanpour MA, AHFP 

Jedidiah Lee BS, AEP 
Shelby Loftis MSc, AHFP 
Kimberly Long Holt DHA, AEP 
Hunter McCray BSE, AEP 
Thomas Nolan BS, AHFP 
Andrea Porter PhD, AEP 
E'Syl Ray MS AEP 
Jane Schwartz BSE, AEP 
Eve Shikanov MSE AEP 
Jazlin Sng BS, AEP 
Sarah K. Spiker MS, AEP 
Mitchell Tillman MS AEP 

** Reinstated 

Retired Status

BCPE offers a retired status for those certificate holders who no longer practice or who practice 
no more than 15 hours per month. Retired status is awarded upon approval of the certificate 
holder’s statement of work, plus payment of a one-time $195 retired status fee. 

Inactive Certificants 

Since our last newsletter, the following individuals have relinquished their certification status: 

Patrick Bickerton Heather Main 
Tara Foster-Hunt Maria Nagay 
Mike (Hung) Ha Jennifer Rappaport 
Jacob Hendry Ron Schaible 
Karen Hoodless Laurie Wolf 
Mohammad Jeelani Candice Woodward 

In Memoriam 

BCPE learned the following certificant passed away in the past year.  Our sympathy goes out to 
his family and friends. 

Frederick (Rick) Imker, MA, CPE ret. 
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Stay Connected 
 
Follow us on LinkedIn at Board of Certification in Professional Ergonomics. Stay connected and 
help us grow our social media presence. This page not only serves as an avenue for staying 
informed but also helps strengthen the community and BCPE presence.  
 
What can you do to help? Tag us on our posts, let us know if you are presenting at a conference, 
share ideas for content, share job postings that include board-certification on the job reqs, 
interact with our posts, and with posts of your fellow board-certificants, etc. Even better, don’t 
wait to be discovered! Send us your news about promotions, career changes, degrees earned, 
papers published, or other good news so we can highlight and share your accomplishments with 
the BCPE community. Send your news bcpehq@bcpe.org. 
 
Join the discussion. We also invite you to connect with colleagues on the BCPE hosted LinkedIn 
Discussion Page “Human Factors and Ergonomics Discussion Page”. Consider joining and posting 
interesting stories, work challenges or questions. Let’s keep building a global networking forum! 
 
Proudly showcase your credentials on social media.  Add your credentials after your name 
whenever possible, but especially on social media. This helps increase awareness about BCPE 
certification, and it helps us identify certificants doing great things.  
 

 

BCPE 2026 Events and Deadlines 

March 10, 2026 – Applied Ergonomics Conference 2026 – Networking Social, Arlington, TX. 

March 11, 2026 – Applied Ergonomics Conference 2026 – BCPE Panel Discussion, Arlington, TX. 

April 1-30, 2026 (one month)  – Spring 2026 Certification Examination Offering. 

April 30, 2026 –  Application Deadline for Fall 2026 Certification Exam.  

May 22, 2026  – BCPE Midyear Business Meeting. 

September 1-30, 2026 (one month)  – Fall 2026 Certification Examination Offering. 

October 20, 2026 – ASPIRE Conference 2026 (HFES) – Annual Networking Reception, Reno, NV. 

October 23-24, 2026 – ASPIRE Conference 2026 (HFES) –  Annual Business Meeting, Reno, NV. 

November 30, 2026  – Application Deadline for Spring 2027 Certification Exam. 

 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/bcpe/
mailto:bcpehq@bcpe.org
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8307857/
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BCPE at AEC 2026 
 

 

The Applied Ergonomics Conference (AEC) will be held March 9-12 in Arlington, Texas.  

BCPE will be in attendance to offer support as an alliance partner, exhibitor, and panel presenter.  

We will also be hosting a networking/social event. Stop by the BCPE booth for more information 
about this event.  

AEC is also offering a pre-conference workshop, hosted by FPE, which will cover certification 
preparation. The workshop consists of two parts: "Review of Requirements" and "Preparing for 
the BCPE Exam". More information on the workshop is available here. 

Register today.  Advanced savings ends February 28. 

  
FPE Student Award Submission Deadline 

The Foundation for Professional Ergonomics has announced the 2026 deadline for the Dieter W. 
Jahns Student Practitioner Award. The award was created in memory of Dieter Jahns, a lifelong 
advocate of the practice of ergonomics and a leader in ergonomics certification.  

The submission deadline for the 2026 award is April 15, 2026. Notification of the winner will be 
sent by May 31, 2026. 

The annual award is given to the student (or group of students) for a project that demonstrates 
the major practice areas of ergonomics: Analysis, Design, and Integration. The purpose of the 
award is to advance professionalism in ergonomics by recognizing educational activities that 
demonstrate how professional ergonomists serve to make people’s lives at work and at home 
healthier, safer, more productive, and more satisfying. The award is open to all students in 
ergonomics and ergonomics-related programs. Students who have completed their graduate 
degrees within one year of submitting are also eligible. The award and cash prize of $1,000 will  
be presented at the BCPE/FPE/HFES Joint Reception, during the HFES Aspire Conference, October 
19-23, 2026 in Reno, NV. 
 
Please go to the Foundation for Professional Ergonomics for complete details on criteria and 
format. 

 

https://www.ergofoundation.org/
https://www.iise.org/AEC/details.aspx?id=6962
https://www.iise.org/aec/details.aspx?id=6928
https://www.ergofoundation.org/ergonomics-projects/annual-dieter-w-jahns-student-award
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Job Postings 

Employers reach practitioners and Jobseekers find a job! Post your job opening in the BCPE Job 
Bank. Send us the link to your position and we will link back to it.  It’s FREE and simple to do! We 
also share it on our BCPE LinkedIn page. 

Why BCPE? Not all BCPE certificants belong to professional societies or the same associations. 
When you send BCPE your job opening, you reach the many professionals whom you know have 
gone the extra mile to distinguish themselves and become certified. By posting with us, you also 
demonstrate support for BCPE certification. Please continue to send your job announcements!  

For current positions, visit our Job Postings page. 

 

Professional Development Opportunities 
 
A list of Short Courses, BCPE Preparation Courses, and Webinars are provided as a convenience to 
certificants. They are neither reviewed nor endorsed by BCPE.  
 

Visit https://bcpe.org/resources/documents/. 
 

 

BCPE Store 
 

Get your BCPE gear and proudly wear it at conferences, HF/E events, work, and more!  New 
items are now available for order. Take a look today at http://bcpe.deco-apparel.com/.    
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://bcpe.org/job-postings/
https://bcpe.org/resources/documents/
http://bcpe.deco-apparel.com/
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